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SUBJECT: VENEZUELAN -TRINIDADIAN FISHING DISPUTE 

REF: PORT OF SPAIN 959 

1 . ON TWO RECENT OCCASIONS, INCLUDING FORMAL PRESS CON- 
FERENCE ON AUGUST 16, NEWLY-ARRIVED VENEZUELAN AMBASSADOR, 
DR. ABDELKADAR MARQUEZ GARCIA, HAS TAKEN HIGHLY OPTI- 
MISTIC STANCE ON VENEZUELAN TRINIDADIAN FISHING DISPUTE. 

AT AUGUST 16 PRESS CONFERENCE AMBASSADOR SAID THAT A 
FISHING AGREEMENT WOULD BE SIGNED IN PORT OF SPAIN BY 
THE FOREIGN MINISTERS OF VENEZUELA AND TRINIDAD "IN A 
MATTER OF DAYS." MARQUEZ CLAIMED THAT ONLY SOME PROCE- 
DURAL MATTERS REMAINED TO BE COMPLETED BEFORE THE SIGNING. 
HE SAID THAT THE SETTLEMENT WOULD BE IN THE FORM OF A 
TREATY GUARANTEEING FISHERMEN OF BOTH COUNTRIES THE RIGHT 
TO FISH AND TRAWL IN EACH OTHER'S TERRITORIAL WATERS. 

PERMITS WOULD BE ISSUED BY EACH GOVERNMENT TO THE 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 PORT O 02386 172009Z 

FISHERMEN OF THE OTHER COUNTRY ISTNNS END. IN APP- 
ARENT REFERENCE TO LONG-STANDING REPORTS THAT TRINI- 
DADIAN FISHERMEN HAVE BEEN ABUSED WHILE IN VENEZUELAN 
CUSTODY, MARQUEZ STRESSED THAT HIS GOVERNMENT WOULD NOT 
CONDONE OR TOLERATE THE ILL-TREATMENT OF ANY PERSONS 
FOUND IN VENEZUELAN TERRITORIAL WATERS. MARQUEZ'S 
DECLARATIONS RECEIVING BANNER PLAY IN LOCAL PRESS. 
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2. SUBSEQUENT TO MARQUEZ’S STATEMENT, EMBOFF HAD OC- 
CASION TO QUERY CHIEF OF THE LEGAL DIVISION OF THE 
MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS, DEAN AZIZ, ON STATUS THIS 
MATTER. AZIZ APPEARS CONSIDERABLY LESS SANGUINE ABOUT 
THE PROSPECTS FOR AN AGREEMENT IN THE IMMEDIATE FUTURE. 

HE NOTED THAT THE GOV HAD NOT YET RESPONDED TO THE LATEST 
GOTT PROPOSALS (NOT SPECIFIED) MADE EARLIER THIS YEAR, 

AND SAID BALL REMAINS IN VENEZUELA'S COURT. AZIZ ADDED 
THAT HE HOPES THAT MARQUEZ’S REMARKS INDICATE THAT THE 
GOV NOW READY MOVE AHEAD ON THOSE PROPOSALS, BUT HE 
KNOWS OF NO RPT NO DRAFT TREATY READY FOR SIGNING. 

3. FOR CARACAS. DOES EMBASSY HAVE ANY INFO INDICATING 
GOV IS IN FACT PREPARED TO TAKE STEPS NOW TOWARD SOLVING 
THIS LONG-STANDING PROBLEM, OR IS MARQUEZ SPEAKING FOR 
HIMSELF ALONE ON THIS ISSUE? 
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